BISMARCK PUBLIC SCHOOLS SPECIALEDUCATION DEPARTMENT
PEECH ND DISORDER PRESCHOOL GUIDELINE

Federal Definition of a Speech Sound Disorder:

An Articulation/Phonological Impairment is characterized by a failure to use speech sounds that are appropriate for a
person’s age and linguistic dialect. Such errors in sound productions may interfere with intelligibility, social communication,
and/or academic and vocational achievement. Students cannot be considered to have an articulation/phonological
impairment based on characteristics that are consistent with cultural and/or linguistic diversity. Children who evidence
problems with hearing, and/or the structure and function of the speech mechanism (e.g., cleft palate), or motor speech
difficulty (e.g., apraxia) should be viewed differently than those with more common developmental speech sound disorders.
The presence of such etiological variables would suggest a high priority for intervention. After intervention, when the child
has reached a plateau in his/her motor skills and has mastered compensatory strategies, the child may not require continued
services. The presence of an articulation/phonological impairment does not guarantee the child’s eligibility for special
education.

State Guidelines Description:
Speech Sound Disorder is an umbrella term referring to any difficulty or combination of difficulties with perception, motor
production, or phonological representation of speech sounds and speech segments- including phonotactic rules
governing permissible speech sound sequences in a language.
Speech sound disorders can be organic or functional in nature. Organic speech sound disorders result from underlying
motor/neurological, structural, or sensory/perceptual cause. Functional speech sound disorders are idiopathic- they have
no known cause.
Speech Sound disorders attributed to dialectical, cultural or ethnic difference or the influence of a foreign language must
not be identified as a disorder.

Level/Condition/ Educational Impact:

A Minimal Impact is characterized by:
The ability to understand the student’s connected speech in educational/developmental activities may be affected
by listener familiarity and/or knowledge of the context. The student’s articulation is occasionally distracting to
the listener. The student’s verbal participation in educational activities may occasionally be limited by self-
consciousness about listener reactions to his/her speech. Speech skills are developing and can be addressed in
the general educational/developmentally appropriate setting.

A Moderate Impact is characterized by
The student’s connected speech in educational/developmental activities requires contextual clues to be
understood. The student’s articulation is usually distracting to the listener. The student is aware of errors. The
student’s verbal participation in educational activities may frequently be limited by self-consciousness about
listener reactions to his/her speech. Speech skills affect the student’s ability to participate in
educational/developmentally appropriate settings.

A Significant Impact is characterized by:
The student’s connected speech in educational/developmental activities is rarely understood in known context.
The student may or may not be aware of errors. The student’s verbal participation in educational/developmental
activities is usually limited by self-consciousness about listener reactions to his/her speech. Speech skills
significantly impact on the student’s ability to participate in educational/developmentally appropriate settings.

Criteria:

The team shall determine that a student is eligible for special education services in the area of Speech Sound Disorder
according to ND Guidelines indicating a Moderate or Significant level impact. Contributing factors include: a measures of
intelligibility OR percent consonants correct, an assessment of speech sounds, an assessment of phonological processes,
and social/emotional impact.

Intelligibility OR Percent Consonants Correct:
Age 2.5-3: 75%, Age 4:100%, Age 5+ 100% OR 85-100%= typical
Age 2.5-3: 65-74%, Age 4: 80-99%, Age 5+ 85-99% OR 65-84%= minimal
Age 2.5-3: 50-64%, Age 4: 65-79%, Age 5+ 65-84% OR 50-64%= moderate
Age 2.5-3: <50%, Age 4: <65%, Age 5+ <65% OR 0-49%= severe
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Assessment of Speech Sounds:
§585-100+ (50%ile) SD 0 to -0.99
§§78-85 (16%ile) SD -1.0 to -1.49
§§70-77 (7%ile) SD -1.5 to -1.99
SS <70 (2%ile) SD -2.0>

Assessment of Phonological Processes:
No processes in error
One or more of the following error processes occur in 40% or more available opportunities: (glides of liquids;
cluster reductions with /I/, /r/, /wl; vowelization of post-vocalic liquids (/r/, /I/)
One or more of the following error processes occur in 40% or more of available opportunities: (weak syllable
deletion, cluster reduction with /s/, fronting of velars)
One or more of the following error processes occur in 40% or more of available opportunities: (initial consonant
deletion; final consonant deletion; stopping; backing)
*A process must effect more than one sound from a given sound class.

Stimulability:
90% of the sound errors are stimulable
60-89% of the sound errors are stimulable
50-59% of the sound errors are stimulable
Less than 50% of the sound errors are stimulable

Educational Impact:
Speech sound production is adequate for the student’s participation in educational settings
Speech sound production is developing and can be addressed in the general educational settings
Speech sound production effect the student’s ability to participate in educational settings
Speech sound production significantly impacts the student’s ability to participate in educational settings

Educational Impact:

The impact of the disability requires specialized instruction as it has an adverse impact on educational performance
and is not able to be provided by general education.

*If a student is unable to complete a standardized assessment due to NONCOMPLAINCE OR ABILITY, the assessment
team will need to document an alternate means of determining eligibility.

REVISED 11/2019



	SPEECH SOUND DISORDER PRESCHOOL GUIDELINES
	Level/Condition/ Educational Impact:
	Criteria:
	Intelligibility OR Percent Consonants Correct:
	Assessment of Speech Sounds:
	Assessment of Phonological Processes:
	Stimulability:
	Educational Impact:
	Educational Impact:

