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Dear BPS families: 

I hope this letter finds you safely enjoying the final weeks of this extended summer break.  March to May of 

2020 and Summer School found BPS in a distance platform which was less than what we wanted for our 

students and their families.  This summer has passed in a blink and BPS is busy preparing for this coming year.  

COVID and the protocols for this virus continue to create barriers for our students, their families, and this 

community.  It has also required BPS to think differently about education and safety.  However, BPS stands 

firmly that safety for all must be our first priority.  I wish all of you a wonderful school year and please know 

we will get through this together.   

This past year has been an extremely busy and transformative time for education in Bismarck Public Schools.  

Prior to the shutting down of face-to-face instruction, BPS completed a Strategic Planning process which 

identified a new Mission, Vision, and set of Values.   

The BPS Mission is: “Empower every learner to thrive.”   

The BPS Vision is: “Together, our strong relationships build inclusive, collaborative, and innovative 

environments that create agency and inspire a passion for learning, excellence, and discovery.”    

The BPS Values include: 

• Inclusion Strengthen our community by valuing people for who they are, nurturing our diversity, and 

embracing the contributions of all students, families, and staff.  

• Excellence Ensure all learners receive an exemplary education that is academically challenging and 

meets their social and emotional needs.  

• Innovation Engage in forward-thinking to identify bold ideas that enable us to be responsive to the 

expectations of our organization and community while cultivating creativity, critical thinking, and 

resourcefulness.  

• Leadership Grow all learners as reflective leaders with high levels of integrity who are inspired and 

inspire others to work, learn, and solve problems. 

 

These Values will serve as our foundation as BPS and the greater Bismarck Community continue to find ways to 

collectively collaborate and serve the needs of all students, staff, and community members. 

In closing, it is with deep gratitude that I say thank you for entrusting your children to BPS.  Thank you for your 
patience through these unprecedented times and thank you for all you have done to make BPS a great place to 
work and learn.  Please note that our Restart Plan is posted at https://bit.ly/2CI7ncN or click the green Fall 
Reentry Information button on the bismarckschools.org website.   I wish you a fantastic 2020 – 2021 school 
year! 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
Jason D. Hornbacher 
Superintendent 
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