
 
 
 

 
 

Continuing to Grow!  
By: Lee Ziegler, Principal 

   At this time last year, we were still very involved in the final phases of our construction and remodeling 
projects.  Up until the day before school started, our contractors were busy putting the final touches on the main office 
space and new gymnasium.  The new classrooms, music wing, gymnasium/locker rooms, main office and student services 
were all a part of a master facilities plan that was necessary due to the increased enrollments that were being forecast for 
the middle schools.  These increasing enrollments have now started to arrive at WMS with our incoming 6th grade class 
projected to be about 400 students with a total enrollment of around 1050 students.  Thanks to a forward thinking 
community that passed a bond election a few years ago, we will have the space necessary to provide a safe and quality 
education for all of our students.  As we begin the new school year we pledge to you, our students and parents, that this 
will be a year of engaging, meaningful, and rigorous work in our classrooms, along with fun and special times in teams 
and with a multitude of extracurricular clubs and activities.   

During the 2019-2020 school year, we will build upon our core principals of R.O.A.R. - Respect, On Time, Accept 
Others, and Responsibility.  These core principles and values should be instilled in all of our students and are expectations 
for how we expect our students to act on a daily basis.  Respect for each other as students and all of our staff is a 
foundational trait.  On Time is a skill that all students need to learn as they continue to mature and grow.  Accept Others 
speaks directly to the cultural diversity that makes WMS a unique place.  Accepting others also addresses the issue of 
conflict/bullying as each student deserves the right to attend school and learn in a safe, nonthreatening environment.   
Responsibility is the driving force behind our students’ academic success as this is the focus of homework/practice 
completion, studying, and preparing for tests and classroom activities.  With these four core principles and values instilled 
in each student and at the heart of everything that we do, WMS will be a warm, welcoming, and caring school that all of 
us can be proud of! 
 Standards Based Education has also changed how grading and information regarding grades is gathered and 
reported to parents and students.  The Standards Based Grading tab on the WMS website has valuable information 
regarding standards based grading such as report cards, Powerschool parent information, parent guide to standards based 
grading, etc.  I would encourage you to spend some time accessing your child’s standards based grading information 
within Powerschool.  There is a wealth of information located in Powerschool in relation to how your child is performing 
in each of their classes.  You will be able to see assessment scores, whether practice/homework has been completed, links 
to recent scores within a standard, and much more.  Please take the time to visit with your child about the standards that 
are being covered in each of their classes.  They should be able to share this information with you as it is something that 
should be discussed daily within their classes.  All of our teams and classes are also using a self-monitoring form that 
students should be filling out to keep track of their individual progress on the standards that are being covered in each 
class.  Ask your child to see their self-monitoring form and visit with them about how they are doing in each class.  
Research has shown that students that self-monitor their progress in school/classes improve their scores at a much higher 
rate than almost all other influences related to student achievement (Hattie, 2009).  Finally, if at any time you have 
questions regarding standards based grading, Powerschool information, or student progress, please feel free to contact 
myself, team leaders, classroom teachers, instructional coach or counselors so we can provide accurate information to 
you. 

Over the course of the next month, I want to encourage you to start getting your child back into the school routine.  
Below are some tips to help make the adjustment easier: 

 A few weeks before school starts, move bedtime back to an earlier time. 
 The week before school starts, start getting your child up, dressed and fed at the same times as you would 

on a school day.  Get comfortable with the routine. 
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 Put a positive spin on going back to school. Talk about the fun things your child will learn, the old friends 
they'll see and the new friends they'll make. 

 If your child is anxious about starting the next grade, reassure them that other children have these feelings 
too. 

 Don't make plans for big trips right before the start of school. 
 Establish school-day schedules for homework, TV, baths and bedtime. 
 Stock up on school supplies for the year.  Each student must have a binder/zip-up and 8 tab dividers for 

their binder this school year! 
 Create a calendar so everyone in your family can see the plans for that month.  Mark important dates, 

such as, back-to-school night, parent-teacher conferences and school holidays on the family calendar. 
 Update school emergency contact and health information for the coming school year. 
 Make sure the necessary immunization records are available and up-to-date. 
 Take advantage of back-to-school sales for school clothes and supplies.  As you are clothes shopping, 

keep in mind that WMS has a dress code policy that needs to be followed. 
 If your child is in an extra-curricular sport, schedule their sports physical so they are eligible to practice 

and participate when the season begins.  These sports physicals are good for one calendar year so summer 
is an excellent time to take care of this. 

 Pay or add money to your child’s lunch account. 
If you will take the time to follow these helpful tips, I am sure that you will find the transition back to school less stressful 
for both you and your child. 

The staff at Wachter Middle School is looking forward to seeing your child on Wednesday, August 21.  We are 
excited to see the smiles, enthusiasm and excitement that our students bring to school each and every day!  
 

“Our mission is to educate students in a collaborative, caring and disciplined environment  
empowering them to be a credit to themselves and society.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
All incoming sixth graders should have received a letter regarding our orientation program by Thursday, August 3rd.   
If you did not receive the orientation letter please contact the school office at 323-4650. 
 
All incoming sixth grade students and parents will have orientation on Monday, August 12th.  There will be two sessions.   
 
The first session will be for the students with the last name beginning with M-Z and any new 7th and 8th grade 
students/parents; 
 
8-9 am - Parent/Student Meeting and 6th Grade Sports Information – Cafetorim 
9-10 am - Purchase a planner for $5, schedules, place money into lunch accounts, counselors available 
 
The second session will be for students with the last name starting with A-L; 
 
1-2 pm - Parent/Student Meeting and 6th Grade Sports Information – Cafetorium 
2-3pm – Purchase a planner for $5, schedules, money into lunch accounts, counselors available, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
If you change your ADDRESS, please contact Central Registration, 323-4110.  If you change ANY phone numbers or 
emails please contact the school office.  Most of the information the school sends out is via email or phone.  It is VERY 
important to keep your child’s information current. 
 
 
 
 
Wachter will be hosting a Parent Open House Tuesday, August 20th from 2-3:30 pm.  This is an informal time for parents 
to follow their child’s schedule, ask questions, and experience moving throughout the building.  Parents will also have an 
opportunity to pay fees and purchase student planners.  Parking is available in the south lot and on the streets south and west 
of the school.  All parents will be expected to participate in their child’s education.  Parents should attend the open house 
and student-led-conferences, contact the school or team with concerns, and make themselves available to help the Parent 
Advisory Council (PAC). 

 
 
 

Seventh and Eighth grade schedules will be emailed out the week of August 12th.  The schedule will include students’ locker 
number and combination.  We will not accept any requests to change teams or schedules. 7th and 8th grade students should 
not be in the building on Monday, August 12th due to the 6th grade Parent Orientation.  They are welcome to come in 
anytime later that week. 

 

 
The first day of school is Wednesday, August 21st.  Sixth grade will start at 8:10 am and conclude at 3:15 pm.  Sixth 
grade students should bring their schedules with them and assemble in the Cafetorium 8:00 am.  Students will report directly 
to their homebase at 8:10 am.  Extra copies of the student schedule will be made available in homebase rooms.  Seventh 
and Eighth graders will attend school from 8:25am-3:20pm.  Seventh grade will assemble in the North Gym and Eighth 
grade will assemble in the South Gym with students reporting to homebase at 8:30 am.  Seventh and Eighth grade students 
should bring their schedules with them on the first day of school.  Extra copies will be available with their homebase teacher. 
Please note, we will follow this schedule for the first day only! 
 
 
 
 

6th Grade Orientation and Schedules 

Parent Open House and Parent Expectations 

7th & 8th Grade Schedules 

First Day of School 

Change of Address!! Phone Numbers or Emails!! 



 
 
 
 
Our regular daily time schedule will begin Thursday, August 22nd.  The school day starts at 8:10 am and ends at  
3:20 pm.  The entire building is open for students at 7:55 am.  Students who come before 7:55 am should use the south 
cafetorium doors.  The school day ends at 3:20 pm every day.  Students not involved in after school activities must be off 
school grounds by 3:50 pm.  The expectation is that all parents have students picked up by this time or have an alternative 
plan for their child.  Parents’ cooperation is appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
We believe that student planners are a key to student organization and success.  Planners allow us to inform parents of 
school policies.  Students are better able to track daily assignments, special activities, and other important information.  
Planners are $5 and may be purchased prior to school starting, during orientation or the first day of school.  Parents are 
requested to read the school policy section of the planner, sign and return with the students during the first week of 
school. 
 
 

 
The lockers assigned to the students are the property of the Bismarck Public School District.  Combinations should be kept 
confidential.  Only seventh and eighth graders will be issued lockers in the physical education and in some athletics.  Please 
remind your child to lock up personal items at all times. 

 

 
Please be aware of the appropriateness of your son/daughter’s school attire.  As a matter of respect, we ask that headgear 
(cap, bandana, etc.) not be worn at any time in the school building; this includes school parties.  Any clothing/accessories 
that depict or promote the use of tobacco, alcohol, other drugs or violence may not be worn at school or at school functions.  
Any clothing work that distracts from the educational environment will be judged on an individual basis by the 
administration.  If underwear or midriff is visible, students will need to change clothes. 

 

 
Wachter’s breakfast program begins on Wednesday, August 21st and will serve students from 7:20-7:50 am.  The cost for 
breakfast is $1.35. 

Charging of breakfast/lunch is not allowed.  Lunch accounts can be accessed in PowerSchool and payments to lunch 
accounts can be made directly by using MyPayment Plus. 

Students have several choices for lunch: they can eat hot lunch (select one of the two entrees), pizza, sub sandwich, soup, 
or bring their own lunch (milk or juice may be purchased).  The cost of lunch varies from $1.75 to $2.75.  We would 
encourage all students to have something to eat for lunch.  Only under certain circumstances are students permitted to leave 
for lunch with a parent.  The student must leave with their parent and do so within the time frame of their lunch period. 

 

 
To be successful, students need to be in school as much as possible.  Whenever possible, please make appointments before 
or after school hours.  If a student is absent, or will be absent, parents need to contact the attendance office as soon as 
possible at 323-4657.  Students will be marked unexcused until notification from a parent is received.  In the event absences 
become excessive, documentation form a doctor will be required. 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Planners 

Daily Schedule 

Locks and Lockers 

Appropriate Dress 

Breakfast/Lunch 

Attendance 



 
 

 

Before entering school, children should have five doses of DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus and acellular pertussis), four doses of 
IPV (polio), three doses of HBV (hepatitis), two doses of MMR (measles, mumps and rubella), and two doses of varicella 
(chickenpox) vaccine.  There also are vaccines that are required for adolescents when entering seventh grade.  Seventh grade 
requirements include an immunization against tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis (Tdap), and meningococcal disease (MCV4).  
The vaccine that protects against meningococcal disease is also required for newly admitted North Dakota college students 
residing in on-campus housing.  Students may be exempt from immunization requirements for the following reasons: 

 Medical Exemption: Requires a certificate from a licensed physician stating that the physical condition of the child 
is such that immunization would endanger the life or health of the child. 

 Philosophical, Moral or Religious Belief Exemption:  Requires a certificate signed by the parent or guardian 
who’s sincerely held philosophical, moral or religious belief is opposed to such immunization 

 History of Disease Exemption:  Requires a certificate signed by the parent or guardian or physician stating that 
the child has a reliable history of chickenpox disease. 

Children can be vaccinated at local public health units or private health care providers.  For more information on school 
immunization requirements, contact Amy Schwartz, North Dakota Department of Health, at 701-328-2335, or visit 
www.ndhealth.gov/immuniz. 

 
 
The 2019-2020 school supply list can be found on our new website: https://www.bismarckschools.org/WMS 
under the tab “resources”. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immunizations 

School Supply List 



 
2019 Wachter Middle School Fall Sport Start Information 

 
6th Grade Parent Meeting/Orientation: Monday, August 12 Last name M-Z (8-9am) and A-L (1-2 pm) in the WMS 
Cafetorium 
. 
7th & 8th Grade Sports Parent Meeting: Thursday, August 15 at 7 pm at the WMS Cafetorium 
 
***PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILD’S PHYSICAL COMPLETED BEFORE PRACTICE BEGINS. BPS POLICY 
DICTATES THAT AN ATHLETE MAY NOT PARTICPATE/PRACTICE UNTIL THEY HAVE A PHYSICAL 
ON FILE VIA WMS RSCHOOL ONLINE REGISTRTION*** 
  
7th & 8th Grade FOOTBALL: 8th grade gear handout is on August 15 at 4:30 pm (WMS south gym). 7th grade gear 
handout is on August 15 at 5:15 pm (WMS south gym). Parent meeting will be at 7:00 in the WMS Cafetorium.  The 
concussion Impact test will be administered at 5:15 following practice on Monday August 19th for all 7thgraders and all 
new 8thgraders to football. First practice is August 19 at 4:00. 
 
7th & 8th Grade VOLLEYBALL: Practice begins on Monday, August 19 at 4 pm. Parent meeting is on August 15 at  
7 pm in the WMS Cafetorium. 
 
7th & 8th Grade BOYS SOCCER: Practice begins on Monday, August 19 at 4:30 pm. Parent meeting is on August 15 at  
7 pm in the WMS Cafetorium. 
 
6th Grade BOYS SOCCER: Practice begins August 22 at 3:45 pm. Parent meeting/orientation Monday, August 12  
Last name M-Z (8 am) and A-L (1 pm) in the WMS Cafetorium. 
 
6th, 7th & 8th Grade CROSS COUNTRY: Practice begins on Monday, August 19 at 4 pm in the South gym. 7th & 8th 
parent meeting is on August 15 at 7 pm in the WMS Cafetorium. 6th grade parent meeting/orientation Monday, August 12 
Last name M-Z (8 am) and A-L (1 pm) in the WMS Cafetorium. 
 
7th & 8th Grade BOYS GOLF: Practice begins on Monday, August 19 at 4 pm at Riverwood Golf Course. Parent 
meeting is on August 15 at 7 pm in the WMS Cafetorium.  
 
CHEERLEADING: Fall cheerleading will be offered for 7th & 8th grade girls interested in cheering for football. 
Practice begins on Monday, August 19 at 4 pm. 6th grade girls will have the opportunity to cheer during the 7th & 8th grade 
girls’ basketball season. 7th & 8th parent meeting is on August 15 at 7 pm in the WMS Cafetorium. 6th grade parent 
meeting Monday, August 12 Last name M-Z (8 am) and A-L (1 pm) in the WMS Cafetorium. 
 
6th Grade GIRLS BASKETBALL: 6th grade girls basketball will start Tuesday, August 26 at 7 pm. Participant 
information and practice schedules will be available at that time. Parent meeting will be at the 6th grade orientation 
Monday, August 12 Last name M-Z (8 am) and A-L (1 pm) in the WMS Cafetorium. 
 
7th & 8th Grade GIRLS GOLF (played with BHS): First day of practice-Monday, August 5th. Please see BHS website 
for more information. 
 
All athletes must be registered on rSchool before they will be allowed to participate. A physical must be uploaded 
to rSchool before an athlete will be allowed to participate (except 6th grade activities). Sports fees must be paid 
using My Payments Plus or payment in the school office before an athlete is allowed to participate. All forms to be 
signed are available via the rSchool registration. Parents are STRONGLY encouraged to register via rSchool. That 
is the only place to sign the required documents. There are no paper copies available. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Monday, August 12th    Incoming 6th Grade Parent Meeting 

Thursday, August 15th   Back to Sports Night, 7th & 8th grade only, 7 pm 

Tuesday, August 20th     Open House, 2-3:30 pm 

Wednesday, August 21st   First Day of School 

Friday, August 30th    Student Hat Day Fundraiser (wear a hat for $1) 

Monday, September 2nd   Labor Day, No School 

Tuesday, September 3rd  Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting 11:45 am, Conference Room 

Wednesday, September 4th School Pictures 

Thursday, September 5th School Pictures 

Friday, September 6th  School Pictures 

Friday, September 13th  School Party, 6-8 pm 

Friday, September 27th    Student Hat Day Fundraiser (wear a hat for $1) 

Tuesday, October 1st     Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting 11:45 am, Conference Room 

Thursday, October 17th     Teacher’s Convention, No School 

Friday, October 18th      Teacher’s Convention, No School  

Friday, October 25th    Student Hat Day Fundraiser (wear a hat for $1) 

Friday, November 1st    Staff Development, No School 

Tuesday, November 5th      Student-Led Conferences 4-8 pm 

Tuesday, November 5th    Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting 11:45 am, Conference Room 

Thursday, November 7th    Student-Led Conferences 4-8 pm 

Monday, November 11th   Veteran’s Day, No School 

Friday, November 15th   School Dance Party 

Friday, November 22nd     Student Hat Day Fundraiser (wear a hat for $1) 

Thursday, November 28th     Thanksgiving Break, No School 

Friday, November 29th       Thanksgiving Break, No School 

Tuesday, December 3rd     Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Meeting 11:45 am, Conference Room 

Friday, December 20th    Student Hat Day Fundraiser (wear a hat for $1) 

Monday, December 23rd-Monday, January 1st   Christmas Break, No School 

  

Dates to Remember: 



Wachter Middle School 
1107 S 7th Street 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58504 

 


